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Parish Directory 
(The dialling code for these numbers is 01530 except where stated) 

 
 

ASHBY YOUTH FOR CHRIST AYFC Office      560940 
BELL RINGERS   Michael Davidson   DAVIDSON29029@aol.com  
BUILDINGSô TEAM                                    sthelensbuildings@gmail.com  
CHURCHWARDENS  Sh©n Dyer     07368 615406 
     Judith Lewis      564204 
HERITAGE CENTRE LETTINGS Elaine Shaw             07392 409745  
          sthelenslettings@gmail.com  
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  Andrew Chapman    07792 461782 
ELECTORAL ROLL   Eileen Coombs     417883 
FLOWER ROTA   Margaret Lawrence     416370 
HERITAGE        sthelensheritage@gmail.com 
LANTERNS childrenôs group  
MAGAZINE ADVERTISING  Sue Evans      461808 
MAGAZINE EDITOR   Jill Chapman     07725 519453
           jill.chapman12@btopenworld.com 
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION  Margaret Worrall     413665 
MINISTERS - Rector   Mary Gregory      564372 
            revmarygregory@aol.co.uk 
MOTHERSô UNION   Margaret Worrall              413665 
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR  Carole Nettles     411607  
PCC SECRETARY   John Dennis              416124  
PCC TREASURER TEAM  Andy Smith      07896 519807  
PLANNED GIVING   Andy Smith      07896 519807  
READERS    Sue Brown      417313 
     Carol Eyley      412334 
     Judith Lewis      564204 
     Andy Smith      07896 519807  
SAFEGUARDING   Elizabeth Smith               07941 935887 
SERVERS    Eileen Barradel     838029 
SOUND SYSTEM   Simon Starkey     415718 
STREET PASTORS  CONTACT Chris Lewis      07828 463368 

St Helenès Church contact details: 
Parish office: Ésthelensashby@gmail.com   

   É01530 411607  

   ÉCommunity Heritage Building, 4 Church Yard, South St, LE65 1AA 

   ÉOpening times Monday, Tuesday, Thursday    10.00am - 1.00pm  
É Facebook pages:  St Helenôs Ashby de la Zouch  

    St Helen's Heritage Ashby de la Zouch  

É Twitter:           @sthelensashby  

É Website:        sthelensashby.net                  

É Flagstaff Team:  www.flagstaff.org.uk 

Giving 
You can make donations to the work of St Helenôs via our website -    https://
www.sthelensashby.net/Groups/327469/Giving.aspx 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:sthelensashby@gmail.com');return%20false;
https://twitter.com/sthelensashby
https://www.sthelensashby.net/Groups/327469/Giving.aspx
https://www.sthelensashby.net/Groups/327469/Giving.aspx
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Editor Writes Ü 

I  read recently about some massive tunnels in Brazil, which stretch for hundreds of feet, and how they have been 
intriguing scientists. The largest one is a whopping 2,000 feet 
long, six feet tall and up to five feet wide. There not being any 
geological process that could produce such long and gigantic 
tunnels, they could only have been created by some enormous creature, 
and one with scarily huge claws if the marks on the rock inside the caves 
were anything to go by. And there are thousands of them. 

Well, apparently the culprit is a giant ground sloth, Megatherium 
americanum, that lived 10,000 years ago and was the second-largest 
prehistoric land mammal next to the mammoth. Up to 4.6 metres (15 feet) 
and weighing roughly 2,590 kg (5,709 pounds) this creature would have 
spent much of its lifespan dedicated entirely to constructing tunnels. With the 
deadly sin of sloth being defined as óa habitual disinclination to exertion, 
or lazinessô ï it seems a bit harsh to tar this particularly industrious 
excavator with that brush. Revd Margaret tells us about seeing some other 
busy creatures from the animal kingdom on page 7, and page 20 shows us 
here at St Helenôs being anything but slothful! 

Despite its enormous claws, M. americanum was a vegetarian. This was 
good news for humans as it made it easier to target ï archaeological 
investigations show that ground sloths were on the menu. Oh dear - itôs not 
only recently that humans have contributed to animal extinctions it seems. 
But life was probably quite tough for humans tens of thousands of years 
ago, right? On page 10 you can read about some present day humans for 
whom mere survival isnôt easy. 

People not always succeeding at 
getting along with fellow humankind is 
somewhat of a theme throughout this 
monthôs magazine (even Wendy 
Freerôs historical perspective on page 
14 isnôt without a little bit) but it is a 
magazine bursting with hope. There is 
a message of the hope in difficult times 
that the gospel brings on page 16, and 
inspiring stories of how people are 
helping others (and how you can help 
too) on pages 13, 23, 25 and 28.  

The perpetually anything-but-slothful Revd Mary has a hope-filled message 
over the page. Jill Chapman 
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Revd Mary Writes ... 

D ear Friends 

The Christmas season always has it's fair share of 
uncertainty, of the 'Will it snow?'/ 'Will the in-laws get 
on?'/ 'Will sprouts really taste better when cooked with 
figs and chilli?'/ 'Surely he hasn't given me a vacuum 

cleaner for Christmas?' variety.  (Please receive the last incredulous 
question as a public service announcement.....) 

This year, it seems we might also have uncertainty of a pandemic 
variety.  Sing along now: 'On the first day of Advent, Covid gave to me, the 
omicron variant'.   

At the time of writing, we don't really know the impact this might have on us, 
although masks look set to make a comeback, and it can't be good news for 
an already overstretched NHS.  What is clear is that we are back into a time 
of recalibration where risks are re-assessed, some plans reshaped, when 
we wonder what we'll be allowed to do, what it is wise to do.  Yes, 
uncertainty is the unwelcome, insistent guest of Christmas present. 

Amidst these questions, and our resultant anxiety, we'll do well to remember 
that uncertainty was a guest at Christmas past, too; at the very first 
Christmas where a young girl was told of her impossible pregnancy, and a 
young man wondered whether he could still marry her; where that young 
couple were forced by an occupying power to travel to a place they did not 
know, where they had nowhere to stay; where wise men set off from the 
east following a star to an unknown destination.  Uncertainty has always 
been part of Christmas. 

Or, rather, human uncertainty has.  For Christmas from Godôs point  of view 
has always had absolute clarity of purpose: for God to come from heaven to 
a broken earth, and a wavering humanity, to love them and to show them 
how to live and to point the way 
home.  Through the young girl, 
and her broken-hearted fianc®, 
through the little donkey 
(although purists will tell you 
he's not in the Bible) and the 
inn-keeper, and in the manger, 
God's plan, God's mission-
accomplished was to come and 
live with us, to come and love 
us. 


